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Welcome  to  Planet  Ontario 

Planet  Ontario  is  your  first  destination  in  understanding 
environmental  issues.  It's  a  place  on  the  map,  and  a  place 
of  the  heart,  where  government,  businesses,  communities 
and  individuals  can  join  together  to  protect  our  province's 
precious  natural  environment. 

Above  all,  Planet  Ontario  is  a  place  of  hope,  a  reminder 
that  we  can  protect  our  health  and  our  environment  while 
enjoying  prosperity  and  a  high  quality  of  life. 

It  all  comes  down  to  knowing  more  and  doing  more  through 
ingenuity,  technology,  determination  and  teamwork. 

Our  government  is  proud  to  be  leading  the  way.  Join  us. 


WHAT   KIND    OF 
ATMOSPHERE   APPEALS 
TO   YOU? 


There  is  a  vast  sea  of  air  encircling  planet  Earth.  Our  portion  of 
it  in  Ontario  covers  more  than  one  million  square  kilometres 
(415,000  square  miles).  Yet  for  all  its  immensity,  our  atmosphere 
has  limits  we  must  respect  if  our  world  is  to  remain  healthy. 


Over  a  very  short  period  of  time  in  the  Earth's  long  history, 
human  beings  have  carelessly  contaminated  the  skies,  filling 
them  daily  with  emissions,  pollutants  and  chemicals  from 
industry,  automobiles  and  other  sources.  These  same  sources 
are  creating  millions  of  tonnes  of  greenhouse  gases  every 
year,  contributing  to  climate  change. 


Today,  air  pollution  presents  serious  health  and  respiratory 
risks,  particularly  during  hot  summer  months  when  pollutants 
react  with  sunlight  to  create  smog.  The  effects  of  climate  change 
aren't  always  as  obvious  day  by  day,  but  climate  change  is 
damaging  our  ecosystems  and  causing  more  extreme  weather. 

Just  as  human  actions  have  worked  to  create  the  problem,  so 
too  will  our  ingenuity,  technology  and  resolve  work  to  correct 
the  situation. 


There's  good  news  and  there's  bad  news. 

The  good  news  is  that  over  the  last  15  years,  Ontario 
has  reduced  its  emissions  of  four  of  the  most  serious 
types  of  smog-causing  pollutants  by  more  than 
20  per  cent. 

The  bad  news  is  that  Ontario  still  suffers  through 
smog  alerts  every  summer.  And  since  the  link  between 
air  pollution  and  respiratory  problems  like  asthma, 
a  lot  more  needs  to  be  done. 

The  government  is  moving  forward  successfully 
on  a  number  of  critical  fronts.  We  have  set  tough 
restrictions  on  the  amount  of  emissions  large  industries 
can  release  into  the  air  and  have  put  new  standards  in 
place  restricting  the  release  of  harmful  pollutants. 
We  have  also  passed  rules  to  phase  out  the  use  of 
chemicals  that  harm  the  ozone  layer. 

Alternatives  to  coal  power. 

Ontario  is  the  first  jurisdiction  in  North  America  to 
commit  to  closing  all  of  its  coal-fired  electricity  plants. 


This  will  lead  to  cleaner  air  and  remove  millions  of 
tonnes  of  greenhouse  gas  emissions  each  year. 
Coal-fired  power  plants  will  be  replaced  by  cleaner 
forms  of  energy,  including  hydroelectric,  natural  gas 
and  wind  power. 

The  government  has  also  created  the  Conservation 
Bureau,  which  develops  and  oversees  conservation 
projects  and  promotions.  The  government  itself  has 
committed  to  reducing  its  energy  use  by  10  per  cent. 

Cleaner,  greener  transportation. 

Of  course,  conservation  entails  other  crucial  issues 
beyond  big  industry.  Our  cars  and  trucks  are  the  largest 
source  of  air  pollution  within  our  borders.  Making  smart 
choices  about  how  and  what  we  drive  will  have  a  huge 
impact  on  cleaning  up  our  air.  Here,  we  are  moving  in 
the  right  direction  in  several  ways. 

Drive  Clean  checks  emissions  to  make  sure  cars  - 
particularly  older  vehicles  -  meet  all  standards  for 
reducing  pollutants.  And  High  Occupancy  Vehicle-only 
Lanes  (or  HOVs)  have  been  established  to  encourage 


carpooling  and  quicker  commutes  while  reducing  the 
number  of  cars  on  our  highways. 

To  further  reduce  vehicle  use  and  emissions,  the 
government  is  promoting  public  transit  and  has  created 
the  new  Greater  Toronto  Transportation  Authority 
to  coordinate  transit  initiatives  in  the  province's  most 
populous  area. 

As  well,  the  government  is  making  it  easier  for  cities 
and  towns  in  Ontario  to  fund  their  transit  systems 
by  giving  local  governments  part  of  the  funds  from 
provincial  taxes  on  gas.  Meanwhile,  other  funds 
for  public  transit  are  going  to  Ontario  communities 
through  programs  such  as  Move  Ontario  and 
ReNew  Ontario. 

The  drive  to  clear  our  skies. 

Ontario  is  also  a  leading  province  in  finding  ways  to 
make  it  easier  to  drive  cleaner.  One  way  is  in  place 
right  now.  Ethanol  blended  into  gasoline  is  helping  to 
reduce  air  pollution  and  greenhouse  gases.  In  addition, 
there  are  financial  incentives  for  buying  gas-saving 
hybrid  vehicles. 

What  you  can  do. 

Everyone  in  Ontario  can  play  a  part  in  cleaning  up  our 
skies.  By  conserving  the  energy  we  use  daily  both  inside 
and  outside  the  home,  we  can  make  a  significant  impact 
collectively  to  reduce  the  amount  of  fossil  fuels  we 


burn  in  coal  plants  and  cars.  Fewer  emissions  mean 
we're  reducing  both  our  contribution  to  climate  change 
and  the  likelihood  of  a  smog  day. 

Action  starts  with  being  aware  of  the  lifestyles  we  lead 
and  how  we  use  energy  -  from  home  heating  and 
electricity,  to  where,  how  and  why  we  travel  from  place 
to  place  consuming  gasoline. 

Learn  more.  Breathe  easier. 

There's  more  to  learn  about  Ontario's  air  and  what  you 
can  do  to  make  it  better. 


For  more  about  Climate  Change  go  to 
www.planetontario.ca 

For  more  about  air  pollution  and  smog  go  to 
www.ene.gov.on.  ca/envision/air/smog/health.  htm 

For  more  about  coal  and  industrial  pollution  go  to 

www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair-airpur/PoUution_Sources/Fossil_Fuels/ 

Coal-WS8B66BB83-l_En.htm 

For  more  about  alternative  energy  sources  go  to 

www.  energy.gov.  on.  ca/index.  cfm  ?fuseaction-english.  renewable 

For  more  about  Ontario  Conserves  go  to 
www.  ontarioconserves.gov.  on.  caJ 

For  more  about  Move  Ontario  go  to  www.mto.gov.on.ca/ 

For  more  about  ReNew  Ontario  go  to 

www.pir.gov.on.ca/english/aboutpir/publications/ 

ReNewOntario.pdf 

For  more  about  daily  energy  conservation  go  to 

www.  ontarioconserves.gov.  on.  ca/english/tips.  asp#energy 
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It's  not  too  late  to  stop  climate  change, 
and  there  are  real  and  important  ways  that 

each  of  us  can  help. 


IT'S   TIME   TO   CONQUER 
MOUNTAINS. 


Ontario  is  celebrated  for  the  breadth  and 
splendour  of  its  natural  surroundings. 
Yet  it's  also  known  for  the  size  and  scope 
of  its  "mountains".  Namely,  the  mountains 
of  waste  we  produce  as  we  discard  the 
unwanted  and  often  toxic  byproducts  we 
create  on  a  daily  basis. 

We  produce  some  13  million  tonnes  of 
waste  annually  amounting  to  a  tonne 
for  each  adult  and  child  in  the  province. 
To  put  these  facts  into  perspective, 
imagine  having  to  find  places  to  put 
120  CN  Towers  every  year. 

Simply  put,  at  a  time  when  urban  sprawl 
and  industrial  development  already 
affect  large  areas  of  the  province,  we 
have  to  ask:  what  is  the  outlook  for 
waste  disposal  and  the  wise  and  healthy 
management  of  our  land? 


Guideposts  in  the  3Rs.  Reduce.  Reuse.  Recycle. 

The  are  three  simple  guideposts  to  protect  our  land. 
First,  we  must  generate  as  little  waste  as  possible. 
Second,  we  must  do  as  much  as  we  can  to  divert 
and  recycle  the  waste  we  create.  Third  -  and  no  less 
important  -  we  must  dispose  of  the  waste  in  the  most 
environmentally  friendly  way  we  know  how. 

To  achieve  all  this,  the  Government  of  Ontario  is  taking 
action  on  waste.  As  of  2005,  we  now  annually  divert 
more  than  3.3  million  tonnes  of  waste  through  the  3Rs 
-  reduce,  reuse,  recycle. 

Ontario  has  introduced  many  tough  regulations  on  what 
can  be  disposed  of  and  how.  We  have  standards  on  how 
to  build  landfills  safely  and  ways  of  tracking  the  disposal 
of  hazardous  waste,  and  we're  looking  to  add  new  items 
to  the  list  of  materials  that  must  be  recycled,  including 
household  hazardous  waste  like  paint  and  batteries. 

In  Ontario,  industries  that  produce  recyclable 
material  pay  for  half  the  costs  of  municipal  Blue  Box 
recycling  programs. 

Packaging. 

Ontario  is  working  with  business  to  explore  ways 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  material  that  goes  into 


For  more  about  waste  disposal  go  to 

www.ene.gov.on.caAand.htm  Mandflll  and 

www.  ene.  gov. on.  ca/envision/news/2006/0831 01. htm 

For  more  about  landfills  go  to  www.ene.gov.on. ca/land.htm#landJUl 

For  more  about  Blue  Box  recycling  programs  go  to 
www.  ene.  gov. on.  ca/envision/news/2005/01 0402mb.  htm 

For  more  about  land  management  and  green  space  go  to 
www.  ene.  gov. on.  ca/land.  htm 

For  more  about  the  Greenbelt  go  to 

www.  mah.gov.  on.  ca/userflles/HTML/nts_l  _1 6289  _1 .  html 

For  more  about  Places  to  Grow  go  to 
www.pir.  gov.  on.  ca/english/growth/index.  html 

For  more  about  the  Blue  Box  go  to 

www.stewardshipontario.ca/who/bbhistory.htm 

Environment  Infoline  1-800-565-4923 


commercial  packaging.  By  encouraging  business  and 
industry  to  reduce  materials  used  in  packaging, 
we  promote  responsible  industrial  practices  for  the 
long  term. 

Government  and  communities  working  together. 

Protecting  our  land  is  about  more  than  just  garbage, 
of  course.  The  big  picture  here  includes  the  growth  of 
our  population  and  the  plans  we  make  for  building 
new  communities.  We  need  to  take  into  account  the 
impact  of  development  on  ecosystems  and  available 
green  space. 

Most  land-use  planning  decisions  are  made  by  local 
governments  -  by  mayors  and  councillors  who  have  a 
close  understanding  of  how  people  in  Ontario's  diverse 
communities  live,  work  and  play. 

However,  the  provincial  government  is  always  on 
hand  to  provide  support,  offering  important  guidance 
for  land-use  planning  to  aid  decision  making  at 
local  councils. 

One  example  of  this  is  the  clean  up  of  contaminated 
former  industrial  sites  called  "brown  fields":  new 
provincial  rules  have  made  it  easier  for  developers  and 
municipalities  to  recover  land  instead  of  encouraging 
sprawl  and  building  on  green  spaces. 

The  greening  of  the  Golden  Horseshoe. 

The  Greenbelt  was  established  in  2005  to  protect 
agricultural  land  and  green  space  in  the  Golden 
Horseshoe,  a  region  encompassing  southern  Ontario's 
most  populated  and  industrialized  hub  and  most  of 
Lake  Ontario's  shores. 

Improved  planning  is  creating  greater  prospects  for  more 
green  space,  cleaner  water  and  healthier  air. 

Along  with  the  Greenbelt,  the  government  has  studied 
and  is  dedicating  funding  to  an  initiative  called  Places 
to  Grow.  It  includes  guidelines  that  assist  municipal 
councils  with  planning  and  growth  in  areas  that  are  not 
protected  by  the  Greenbelt. 


What  you  can  do. 

It's  heartening  to  know  that  Ontarians  have  embraced 
recycling  as  a  way  to  reduce  waste  through  the  Blue 
Box,  a  program  that  started  in  Ontario  in  1981.  Today, 
it  serves  millions  of  households  across  the  province. 

It  demonstrates  the  essential  role  each  Ontarian  plays 
in  protecting  our  natural  environment  through  simple, 
practical  day-to-day  activities  and  choices.  From 
sorting  recyclables  and  composting,  to  educating 
ourselves  about  substances  in  the  household  and 
industrial  products  we  use,  we  all  have  the  power  to 
do  more  and  know  more. 

Though  our  reuse  and  recycling  rate  keeps  going  up, 
our  work  is  far  from  over. 


More  territory  to  explore. 

There's  more  to  learn  about  the  3Rs,  waste 
management  and  the  role  all  Ontarians  play  in  smart 
land  use.  Go  to  the  links  we've  highlighted  on  the 
previous  page. 


SAFEGUARDING 

A   PRECIOUS   RESOURCE. 


With  fully  one  third  of  the  Earth's  fresh  water  within  and  along  our  borders, 
Ontario  truly  is  a  natural  wonder  to  behold. 

Some  250,000  fresh  water  lakes  are  found  here,  along  with  countless  rivers  and 
streams  -  not  to  mention  the  multitude  of  plants  and  animals  that  thrive  in 
such  lush  surroundings.  This  natural  wealth  is  a  blessing.  It's  the  basis  for  our 
prosperity,  our  growth  and  our  quality  of  life. 

But  with  great  wealth  comes  great  responsibility.  All  of  us  in  Ontario  have  a  role 
to  play  in  protecting  our  fresh  water.  Our  lives  depend  upon  it  as  much  as  the  air 
we  breathe  and  the  soil  we  till. 

It's  why  Ontario  dedicates  substantial  resources  to  studying,  monitoring  and 
safeguarding  water  used  for  drinking,  from  source  to  tap  throughout  the  province. 


It's  a  challenging  task,  but  there  are  methods  to  guide  us,  including  keeping  a 
close  eye  on  how  pollution  from  communities  and  industries  may  affect  the  lakes, 
rivers  and  underground  aquifers  (layers  of  rock  and  sand  that  filter  and  store 
water)  that  are  our  sources  of  fresh  water. 
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A  broader  vision  for  a  cleaner  province. 

A  broader  vision  is  at  work  to  protect  Ontario's  water 
resources.  After  all,  Mother  Nature  did  not  create  water 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  people,  but  for  all  life  on  the 
planet,  including  all  the  plants  and  animals  that  balance 
our  ecosystem,  feed  us,  clothe  us  and  enrich  our  world. 
So  safeguarding  our  drinking  water  is  one  aspect  of  a 
bigger  picture. 

The  government's  aim  is  to  protect  both  our  drinking 
water  and  our  fresh  water  resources  at  large  from 
pollution,  whether  it's  from  industrial  sources, 
sewage  systems,  chemicals  in  use  at  farms,  or  any 
other  source  -  even  rainwater  containing  particulates 
from  polluted  air. 

Water  protection  activities  and  initiatives. 

A  range  of  far-reaching  government  activities  and 
initiatives  are  addressing  water  protection  and  water 
pollution  in  Ontario. 

The  Great  Lakes  have  been  the  focus  of  special 
attention.  Ontario  has  struck  agreements  with  the 
governments  of  Quebec,  Canada  and  the  United  States 
to  prevent  the  depletion  of  water  in  the  Great  Lakes, 
to  clean  up  the  pollution  that  still  exists  in  these 
bodies  of  water,  to  prevent  pollution  in  the  future  and 
to  protect  wildlife  habitat. 


Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  protect  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  and  the  Oak  Ridges  Moraine  as  natural 
regions  with  special  geological  abilities  to  replenish 
fresh,  clean  water. 

Action  to  protect  fresh  water  at  its  source. 

The  government  has  funded  scientific  studies  to  learn 
more  about  how  our  lakes,  rivers  and  aquifers  are  used, 
how  they  replenish  themselves  and  where  they  are 
threatened.  The  Clean  Water  Act  will  help  communities 
across  the  province  protect  their  sources  of  drinking 
water  from  getting  contaminated. 

We  have  laws  that  place  strict  limits  and  bans,  impose 
fines  and  allow  immediate  environmental  penalties 
to  be  assessed  for  serious  industrial  spills  affecting 
our  water.  However,  there  are  less  obvious  sources  of 
water  pollution  that  Ontario  is  focusing  on  as  well. 

Agricultural  concerns. 

Farm  fertilizers  and  pesticides  can  run  off  into  water 
systems  and  affect  fresh  water  sources  if  they're  not 
handled  correctly  Also,  the  bacteria  in  the  manure  that 
farm  animals  produce  can  also  pose  a  threat.  If  it  makes 
its  way  into  water  sources,  it  can  be  a  real  danger. 

The  Nutrient  Management  Act  helps  show  farmers 
how  they  can  continue  to  farm  successfully  while 
protecting  the  water  around  them.  Many  Ontario  farms 
now  have  nutrient  management  plans  and  best 
management  practices  in  place. 

Standards  to  ensure  safety. 

Local  treatment  plants  draw  water,  treat  it  and  deliver 
it  to  your  home.  To  protect  everyone's  health,  the 
provincial  government  sets  standards  and  makes  laws 
to  ensure  that  when  the  water  arrives,  it's  potable. 

The  government  has  introduced  rigorous  training 
standards  for  people  who  maintain  and  repair  drinking 
water  systems,  and  has  set  new  standards  for  both 
water  quality,  and  the  people  and  labs  that  test  the  water. 
Drinking  water  systems  -  including  the  wells,  pumps, 


pipes  and  any  other  machinery  required  to  draw  water 
from  its  source  -  are  critical  to  ensuring  the  safety  of 
our  drinking  water. 

Paying  for  upgrading  or  replacing  these  costly  systems 
can  be  prohibitive  for  some  communities,  so  the 
government  has  funded  a  number  of  infrastructure 
funding  programs  to  ensure  our  towns  and  cities  can 
continue  to  treat  and  supply  water  safely 

What  you  can  do. 

Like  our  air  and  land,  the  purity  of  our  water  is  subject 
to  the  everyday  activities  and  habits  of  human  beings. 

The  choices  we  make  in  our  personal  and  professional 
lives  play  a  crucial  role.  If  enough  of  us  start  making  the 
right  choices,  we  will  certainly  see  change  for  the  better. 

We  can  start  by  using  less  water  and  being  responsible 
about  what  goes  down  the  drain.  Still,  water  protection 
is  much  broader  than  that,  and  includes  keeping 
chemicals  off  our  land  and  out  of  our  air  so  it  can't  end 
up  in  our  drinking  water  supplies. 

So  the  3Rs  apply  to  the  protection  of  water,  too. 

Above  all,  learning  more  about  our  fresh  water  and  all 
the  ways  we  can  protect  it  will  help  us  do  more. 


More  to  know.  Go  with  the  flow. 

Educate  yourself  about  Ontario's  fresh  water  resources 
and  what  we're  doing  to  protect  them. 


For  more  about  fresh  water  sources  to 
www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/info/pubs/primer/e_contnt.htm 

For  more  about  protecting  the  Great  Lakes  go  to 
www.  ene.gov.  on.  ca/water.  htm#greatlakes 

For  more  about  protecting  the  Niagara  Escarpment 

and  Oak  Ridges  Moraine  go  to  www.escarpment.org  and  www. 

mah.  gov.  on.  ca/userfdes/HTML/nts_l  _31_1.  html 

For  more  about  The  Clean  Water  Act  of  2006  go  to 
www.  ene.gov.  on.  ca/envision/water/cwa.htm 

For  more  about  environmental  penalties  go  to 

www.  ene.gov.  on.  ca/envision/general/penalties/index.  htm 

For  more  about  water  pollution  from  farms  go  to 

www.  ene.gov.  on.  ca/water.  htm#nutrient_water  and 

www.agr.gc.ca/index_e.php?sl=help-aide&s2-a-z&page=h2o 

For  more  about  agriculture  policy 

and  the  Nutrient  Management  Act  go  to 

www.  omafra.  gov.  on.  ca/english/agops/index.  html 

For  more  about  training  standards,  water  quality  and  labs  go  to 
www.  ene.gov.  on.  ca/water.  htm#water 

For  more  about  infrastructure  funding  programs  go  to 
www.pir.gov.  on.  ca/english/infrastrwcture/financing- 
procurement.  htm 

Environment  Infoline  1-800-565-4923 


Ontario  dedicates  substantial  resources  to 

studying,  monitoring  and  safeguarding 

water  used  for  drinking,  from  source  to  tap, 

throughout  the  province. 
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A  satellite  view  of  the  Great  Lakes  looking  towards  southwest  Ontario. 


POST   SCRIPT 

It's  the  hope  of  the  Ontario  Government  that  this 
primer  has  been  helpful  to  you  as  a  general  guide  to 
environmental  issues  and  activities  in  the  province. 

We'd  like  to  share  a  few  words  about  global 
awareness,  responsibility  and  the  importance  of 
protecting  "Planet  Ontario." 

Pollution  as  we  know  it  today  affects  far  more  than 
specific  communities,  regions  or  countries.  Air,  water 
and  soil  commingle  around  the  globe  in  a  dynamic 
process  of  change.  And  we  have  come  to  understand 
that  interrelatedness  is  nature's  way. 

This  is  especially  true  in  Ontario. 

We've  been  talking  with  the  United  States  about  the 
health  of  the  Great  Lakes  for  decades,  and  we've  just 
started  talking  with  them  about  transboundary  air 
pollution.  We're  addressing  the  issue  of  the  waste 
that  passes  in  both  directions  across  our  border. 

These  discussions  -  added  to  constant  news  about 
global  climate  change  -  only  serve  to  remind  us  that 
more  than  being  citizens  of  our  communities,  we  are 
also  citizens  of  the  world. 

Protecting  our  environment  is  a  noble  calling,  to  be  sure, 
and  we  believe  Ontarians  have  the  spirit  and  the  will 
to  fulfill  it  as  responsible  stewards  of  the  land  we  love. 
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